
 

 

 
 

Your Gardening Guide for May 
The Flower Garden 

 Tie in climbing and rambling roses as near to 
horizontal as possible. This will restrict sap flow, 
therefore causing more side shoots to grow 
along the stem and in turn produce more 
flowers. 

 

 If you want to grow your own spring bedding, 
such as pansies and wallflowers for flowering 
next year, sow seeds now. 

 

 Remove faded wallflowers and spring bedding 
from borders and containers, to make room for 
summer plantings. 

 

 Make up hanging baskets and troughs with 
summer bedding and half-hardy perennials. 

 

 

The Fruit & Vegetable Garden 
 Sow vegetable crops such as peas, carrots and 
lettuce directly into the ground. Don’t forget to 
protect crops from pests by covering with 
horticultural fleece or environmesh.  
We sell a range of netting and fleece by the metre or 
prepacked 

 

 Cover soft fruit bushes with net to prevent birds 
from eating the fruits. 

 

 Keep young fruit trees well-watered while they 
are in rapid growth. 

 

 

Trees & Shrubs 
 Prune spring flowering shrubs such as 
Chaenomeles, Choisya and Ribes once they have 
finished flowering.  

 

 Ensure newly planted trees and shrubs do not 
dry out in warm spells. Ideally water with 
recycled grey water or rainwater. 

 

 Check tree ties to ensure they are not digging 
into the bark, if so loosen them to allow the 
trunk to expand. 
 

 

 

Indoor Plants 
 Any houseplants that are showing signs of being 
root-bound can be re-potted using fresh 
compost. 
 

 Indoor plants such as Citrus, Cymbidium and 
Ficus can be placed outdoors on warm days, but 
don’t forget to bring them back inside if cold 
nights are forecast.  

 

Lawn Care 
 Mow your lawn regularly and add clippings to the 
compost heap. Do not mow new lawns until they 
are approximately 3 inches in height. 
 

 Apply a high nitrogen lawn fertiliser to encourage 
strong growth and a healthy looking lawn. 
A wide range of fertilisers can be found within the 
Chemical Department 

 

 Ensure new lawns (turfed or seeded) do not dry 
out in warm spells and avoid walking on them 
until they become established. 

 

The Water Garden 
 Plant up new aquatic plants. Vigorous varieties 
can be planted in aquatic plant baskets to 
contain and manage them better. Cover the 
surface with gravel to prevent fish from stirring 
up the compost. 
 

 Remove blanket weed and skim off floating 
weeds as soon as you spot them. Leave weeds at 
the pond edge for 24 hours to allow trapped 
creatures to return to the water before putting 
them on the compost heap. 

 

Garden Maintenance 
 Hoe borders to prevent weeds from spreading 
and seeding themselves. 

 

 Keep tubs, hanging baskets and troughs well-
watered, preferably using recycled grey water or 
rainwater. 

 

 Hang up sticky taps to catch flying pests to 
prevent them from flying round the greenhouse 

 

Future Planning 
 Take time out and enjoy your garden now the 
warmer weather is arriving! 

 

 

If you require any further assistance please ask a member of staff 


